Airway hyperreactivity and menstrual cycle in asthmatic patients.
Healthy women and infertile asthmatic patients do not show any change in IgE, circulating eosinophils, sensitivity to metacholine, lung volumes. Allergic asthmatic patients tested in periods without allergen load and drug intake showed contrasting cycle related changes in aspecific hyperreactivity. Such changes are not directly related to hormonal levels. Circulating mediators are likely to explain observed pathways.